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History

The history of the College began in 1811 with the foundation of the Kildare Place Training Institution.  This Institution, which was run by the Society for Promoting the Education of the Poor in Ireland (popularly known as the Kildare Place Society) pioneered courses of training for teachers, and developed the idea of a qualified teaching profession.  In 1855 the Kildare Place College was taken over by the Church Education Society for the purpose of training Anglican students for church schools.  The Church Education Society Training College became The Church of Ireland Training College in 1884, and as such received state aid and was recognised as a denominational College for training National Teachers.

A further significant development occurred in the 1920s when links were established with the University of Dublin by which students attended lectures in Trinity College and were eligible to continue for a degree after their period of training in C.I.T.C.  The College survived the difficult war years, and in 1969 moved from Kildare Place to new purpose built accommodation in Rathmines.  A few years later its name was changed again when it became The Church of Ireland College of Education.  In 1974 a three year Bachelor in Education degree course was introduced.  This was seen as a natural development of the long-standing links with Dublin University.

Since 1985 the College has developed an involvement with learning support and special educational needs.  Current provision includes courses at certificate and diploma levels.  Diplomas are awarded by Dublin University.  The College also has a link with the University of Northampton and provides a Masters in Special Education for graduates of the post-graduate diploma or its equivalent.    

Ethos and Mission

The College is concerned to create a community based on Christian values and encourages its students to reflect Christian principles in their lives and work.  In particular, students are encouraged to value and respect all individuals irrespective of religious or social background, gender, race, family circumstances, educational achievement, physical characteristics or intellectual functioning.

In both initial teacher training and continuing professional development the College seeks to provide education of the highest possible standard.  Preparation for work in smaller schools is a focus of attention in initial teacher training at the college and special efforts are made to advance the competency of students in the Irish language.  In continuing professional development, courses to enable teachers to assist pupils and students who have special educational needs or who require learning support, are the particular focus of attention.

The college has a particular remit with regard to the provision of primary teachers for national schools which are under the patronage of the Church of Ireland, the Presbyterian Church in Ireland and the Methodist Church.

Because of its size and the fact that the majority of its undergraduate students live on campus, a relaxed and friendly atmosphere is characteristic of the college community.

Primary Teacher Education

The Church of Ireland College of Education is one of five Irish Colleges of Education which provide recognised initial teacher training for primary school teachers.  The College offers a Bachelor in Education degree programme which provides for the academic and professional requirements of primary teachers.  The degree is accredited and quality assured by the University of Dublin.  Arrangements for teaching practice are made by the college and involve placements in both rural and urban schools.  An ordinary or pass degree is awarded at the end of three years.  Students undertake  a fourth year of study leading to the award of an honours degree.  At present, the yearly intake of students is limited to thirty two.  From 2012, all B.Ed students registered in Colleges of Education throughout the State will be obliged to undertake a full-time four year B.Ed programme.  
Undergraduate students of the College are registered students of the University of Dublin which gives them access to the services and student societies of Trinity College.  
The component courses of the B.Ed. degree programme which are taught in the Church of Ireland College of Education are as follows:
Competencies



Gaeilge



English



Mathematics



Elective studies

Theory and method in the teaching of



Gaeilge



English



Mathematics



Social, environmental and scientific education (history, geography, science)



Professional development



Inclusive education



Arts education (visual arts, music, drama)



Information communication technology



Physical education



Social, personal, health education



Religious education



Theory of reading



Early childhood education

Foundation Courses:



Child Psychology 


Psychology of Language


Educational Psychology


Curriculum and Assessment


History of education
Philosophy of Education


Sociology of education

Learning Support and Special Educational Needs
The College provides a one-year Post-graduate Diploma programme in Learning Support and Special Educational Needs.  This is open to all serving primary and post-primary teachers, as well as those working in Special Schools and other recognised education services.  The Post-graduate Diploma programme is of one-year duration, which includes three block release periods of eight weeks in total spent in the College.  The work of participants in their own schools is a pivotal aspect of the course and is supported, supervised and assessed on a regular basis by course tutors.  The post graduate diploma is awarded by Trinity College Dublin to participants who satisfy all course requirements.
The College provides a fifteen month Masters programme in Special Educational Needs for graduates of the Post-Graduate Diploma in Learning Support and Special Educational Needs or its equivalent.  The programme consists of a taught research methods module and dissertation.  

Special Needs Assistants

The College is actively involved in the provision of training for special needs assistants.  Courses leading to a qualification recognised and supported by the Department of Education and Science are provided in the College itself and in a number of Education Centres.
